
EXHIBtr

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COI.]NTY OF HOPKINS

WHEREAS, the SALTILLO Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection

and/or ernergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside

municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Govemment Code, Hopkins

County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may fumish

fire protection to the residents of the County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,

pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Govemment Code and Section 78.001 of

the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County

Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for

portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the lb duv of

fiAtt^hgf , 20fo bv and between the vFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the

VFD and the County agree as follows:

l. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its

citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

s 763.40 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus

while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide

proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per

IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the

volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

5. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners

Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County

as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the

following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such

assistance, whether listed as other, extrd, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this

Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners

Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the

dispatch office at the Hopkins County SherifPs Office. The VFD shall furnish copies of the

Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The

VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Offrce dispatch, shall keep records of all

responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and
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the location where each service is rendered.

7. The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report

documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated

department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account

balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by

the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of

time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the

required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County

Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in

September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension

of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the

Commissioners Court.

10. The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records ofthe VFD to

determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department

funds.

11. The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of

the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12. Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding

to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this

Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD's agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than ( I ) 60 days from the last day

in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the

Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this

Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as

liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD's Fund Line Item in the

Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD's number and types of

apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such

that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be

entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at al1 reasonable times. The County will assist

the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times

on every vehicle. Maintenance ofthe GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14. Suffrcient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory

liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles

used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on

all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be

maintained for offrcial use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.

No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit ofan individual(s)

or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and./or

equipment is used, the vFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and/or equipment will

be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle an&or equipment is in use. The County agrees to
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of

the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines ofTexas

Transportation Code, Section 546.

15. Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be

insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. All

departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the County shall

be required to first submit written documentation as to (l) why the new vehicle, equipment

and,/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus

will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or

apparatus will have on the VFD's response area, and 4) what benefils the new vehicle,

equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16. All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County

Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire

Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.

Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or

other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless

dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-

dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17 . This Agreement shall continue in full force and effect for a period of one year

and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement

thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written

notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end of the term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:
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HOPKINS COUNTY: SALTILLO
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas
P.O. Box 288
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18. The obligations ofthe VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue

until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chiefofthe VFD

shall report any issues or complaints in bv email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission

to the Commissioners Court.

19. The VFD shall adopt and fumish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the

Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS

certification requirements outlined by the State ofTexas.

20. Code of conduct must be sigrred by all individual volunteers: See attached

exhibit.

21. The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list

at the time of execution of this Agreement. The VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall include

the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The

VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22. The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial numbe(s) and

itern(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD

shall submit an alfidavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she

is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for offrcial VFD business, calls and training.
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23. After the date of this Agreement, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal

background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal

background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is

the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter - Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal

Background Assessment.

24. After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet

in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his desigaee for the issuance of a County

radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station

Fire Chief verifuing that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved

for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25. For purposes ofthis policy "social media" includes, but is not limited to, online

forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, Linkedln, YouTube, and

MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media. However, use of social

media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other

firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile

environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community

at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this AO day o 20.,.-l ., as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.
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SALTILLO VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: JoLn- E sn*re
Volunteer Fire Chief
Printed or typed name

B c mr^! L,+)t'nsT*AI> /J+'6*.L
P*.id;il 

"f 
VFD

Printed or typed name
Si

By: LL
reasurer ofVFD S lgnature

Printed or typed name

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COTINTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by o w

$

$

$

$

$

$

for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the /11- day of ,l.)orv<nbu -20-A) .

r-[,M*.
N"t,,yr;Fgryr".^

for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the ,ltf day of (Qc-t<lyto-t . 2o-?. .

VFD lnitial

'7ri;.6i.f;.X

CINDYCOFFEY

My Nolary lD # 8665'107

Expires October 16, 2022

,,::wt
'7+..ai,1.:]

CINOYCOFFEY

W Notary lD # 8665107

Expires October t6, 2022
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

$

$

$

Signed and acknowledged before me by D lollas],or , for the

purposes herein expressed, on this the 40 a^v.r Oc*ahcr ,20 AA .

Notary Public, State of exas

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

TAT

o SN(,LNANoD
lcblPuNotary

TEXASFE oS
4063

20205,mm.Co

By:
Newsom, County Judge

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by

wherein expressed, on tttis *re I (? Aay of

ATTEST:

Tracy Smith, unty Clerk
Hopkins

$

$

$

OU

the purposes

20 LO.

VFD lniti

c+

!
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Hopkins Counw Volunteer Fire De partment - Code of Conduct

I understand that as a member ol 

- 

I have the responsibility to
conduct myself in a manner that reflects proper ethical behavior and integrity. ln so doing, I will help

foster a continuing positive public perception of the fire service. I understand that failing to abide by

this Code of Conduct may result in disciplinary action as deemed necessary by my depadment.
Disciplinary action may include but is not limited to suspension or the termination of my membership

with said Volunteer Fire Department.

As a member of , I pledge the following:

. lwill conduct myself, on and off duty, in a manner that reflects positively on me, my department, the fire service

in general and avoid behaviors that damage or could damage the good reputation, morale or eflicient operation of
my department.

. l\rill be truthful and honest in all dealings with my department and the fire service that may compromise their
integrity. There is an expectation that dishonest acts will not be tolerated.

. lt is not appropriate to use my department or my status within to seek or obtain influence, personal gain,

preference, advantage or advancement.

. Recognizing that I serve in a position of public trust that requires stewardship in the honest and ef{icient use of
department owned resources, lwill never misuse or misappropriate department fund5, resources or property.

. Recognizing that my position requires professionalism, competence, respect and loyalty in the performance of
my duties and use of information, confidential or otherwise, gained by virtue of my position, I will use such

information only to benefit those I am entrusted to serve.

. lwill avoid financial investments, outside employment, outside business interests or activities that conflict with

or are enhanced by my official position or have the potential to create the perception of impropriety.
. I will not engage in activities involving alcohol or substance abuse that impairs or compromises the safety of
others while performing my duties as a firefighter, first responder, care provider and or a member of my department.

. I will not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, color, creed, age, marital status, national origin, ancestry,

gender, sexual preference, medical condition or handicap.

. I will be courteous, considerate and civil to all persons during the performance of my duties. Members shall be

tacfful in the performance of their duties and are expected to exercise the utmost patience and discretion even

under the most trying of circumstances. lwill not harass, intimidate, bully, or threaten fellow members ofthefire
service, members of my department, public officials or the public at large. There is an expectation that my

department will not tolerate such behaviors by ats members or others.

. lt being essential for . including its individual members,
Ir"^"al d"*"-"N

to be held in the highest regard for honesty, character and integrity, I shall refrain from any violent or criminal

behavior , crimes of moral turpitude, and shall refrain from publicly associating with known criminals.

Member Name - Print

Signature

VFD InitialPAGE IO oF IO
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Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal Background Assessment

1. Has not been convicted or on probation for a felony, is not currently charged with the commission of
a felony, Class A or class B misdemeanor, or equivalent offense, or an offense under Sec. 42.01 of the
penal Code (Disorderly Conduct) or equivalent offense.

2. ls not a fu8itive from justice for a felony, Class A or class B misdemeanor, or equivalent offense.

3. ls not a chemically dependent person (a person with two convictions within the ten year period

preceding the date of application for offenses (Class B or greater) involving the use of alcohol or a

controlled substance is ineligible as a chemically dependent person.

4. ln the five years precedlng has not been convicted of a Class A or Class B misdemeanor, or equivalent

offense, or an offense under Section 42.01 of the Penal Code (Disorderly Conduct) or equivalent offense.



THE STATE OF TEXAS

COI-INTY OF HOPKINS

WHEREAS, the PICKTON-PINE FOREST

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, shall provide fire protection

and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside

municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins

County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may fumish

fire protection to the residents ofthe County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,

pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of

the Texas Civil Practice and Remedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County

Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for

portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this the day of

1)oren-kt ,z@,by and between the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the

VFD and the County agree as follows:

1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.

VFD Initials:
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the County and its

citizens through and under this Agreement with the VFD, the County agrees to pay the VFD

$ 871.20 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus

while in County use. In order to receive any payments from the County, the VFD must provide

proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per

IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the

volunteer fire fighters.

IT IS FURTHER I.JNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

5. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners

Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County

as it pertains to fire protection. Such matters may include but are in no way limited to the

following: maintenance, equipment and./or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such

assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this

Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners

Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the

dispatch offrce at the Hopkins County Sherifl s Office. The VFD shall fumish copies of the

Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The

VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County SheriffOllice dispatch, shall keep records of all

responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and

VFD Initials
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the location where each service is rendered.

7. The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report

documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the VFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated

department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account

balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by

the last day of_Seplglg each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of

time to the Hopkins County Auditor stating good cause why the VFD is unable to provide the

required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins County

Auditor may at her discretion grant an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in

Septanber in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension

of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the

Commissioners Court.

10. The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records of the VFD to

determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department

funds.

11. The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of

the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12. Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding

to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this

Agreement or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD's agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail

VFD Initials:
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (1) 60 days from the last day

in Septernber, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the

Commissioners Court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this

Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the VFD will be forfeited by the VFD as

liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins County VFD's Fund Line Item in the

Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD's number and types of

apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its fire fighting vehicles and equipment such

that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be

entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist

the VFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all VFD fire vehicles shall have

Global Positioning Systems (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times

on every vehicle. Maintenance ofthe GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

14. Sulficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory

liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles

used in the service of the County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on

all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be

maintained for offrcial use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.

No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit of an individual(s)

or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or

equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (1) the vehicle and./or equipment will

be out of the station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to

VFD Initials:
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of

the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines of Texas

Transportation Code, Section 546.

15. Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be

insured by Hopkins County, the VFD shall contact the Hopkins County Fire Marshal. A11

departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and,/or apparatus insured by the County shall

be required to first submit written documentation as to (l) why the new vehicle, equipment

and/or apparatus is required by the VFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus

will benefit the taxpayers of the County, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or

apparatus will have on the VFD's response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,

equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16. All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County

Commissioners Court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins County Fire

Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.

Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or

other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless

dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch plotocol (such as self-

dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, atrd County funds withheld.

17 . This Agreement shall continue in fulI force and effect for a period of one year

and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement

thereafter until the said Agreement between the VFD and the County is terminated by written

notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end ofthe term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:
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HOPKINS COLINTY: PICKTON-PINE FOREST
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas
P.O. Box 288
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

VFD Initials:
County Initials:
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18. The obligations ofthe VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue

until the end ofthe tenn specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chiefofthe VFD

shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins County Judge for submission

to the Commi ssioners Court.

19. The VFD shall adopt and fumish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the

Hopkins County Fire Marshal. Each VFD shall insure all of its members meet the NIMS

certification requirements outlined by the State of Texas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached

exhibit.

21. The VFD shall submit a curent roster and a current vehicle and equipment list

at the time of execution ofthis Agreement. The VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall include

the type, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The

VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22. The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number{s) and

itern(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD

shall submit an affrdavit signed by each member possessing a County radio stating (1) he/she

is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

he/she will use the radio only for offrcial VFD business, calls and training.



23. After the date of this Agreernent, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal

background check paid for by the County. All new firefighters thereafter shall have a criminal

background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is

the Criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter - Hopkins County Volunteer Criminal

Background Assessment.

24. After the date of this Agreement, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet

in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County

radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station

Fire Chief verifuing that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the VFD and is approved

for issuance of County equipment on behalf of the VFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25. For purposes ofthis policy "social media" includes, but is not limited to, online

forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twitter, Facebook, Linkedln, YouTube, and

MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance ofsocial media. However, use ofsocial

media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other

firefighters, Hopkins County officials and employees or citizens; creates a hostile

environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community

at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

VFD Initials:
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EXECLnED IN DUPLICATE, this it aav &nhp.r ,ZO,p, as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas.



PICKTON-PINE FOREST
VOLLINTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

ByffiuT1.o..pr"^
-

l avar- f \rs-nrr--
Volunteer Fire Chief
Printed or lyped name

By: (Yle*tc Jusloi,q
Prdid"rt 

"f 
VFD

Printed or lyped name

By: Trac-et Flonk,hs
tieasu.e. olVPo
Printed or typed name

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNry OF HOPKINS

Signature

Signature

Signa

$

$

$

purposes herein expressed, ontt i" a" I I * auv

a

ht .20 24.
J.
or I )oJtat

'Trr,, Y/rooP.ui .,**"Signed and acknowledged before me by

o Publi tate ofTexas

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COTINTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by rL us

purposes herein expressed, on this the 4- day of

e ofTexas

$

$

$

t- for the

20 ?0.

rATHY X. JOHNSON
Not!ry Public, Stsl€ ot T€xas

Comm. Expi,es 00-0&2022

Nototy lD 1771,107

rATHY X. JOHNSON
Nolcry Public. Stlts ol J.xss
Comm. Erpira! 090&2022

Notary t0 l77l{07
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by (40. e, L
uk

purposes herein expressed, on this the / day of

Notary ic, S

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

$

$

$

for the

20-zl.

KATHY (. JOHNSON
Nolrry Public, Stst€ of Tsrss
Comm. Expir€s 09.0E.2022

Notsry l0 1771407

By:
R ewsom, Coun Judge

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by

$

$

$

the purposes

ATTEST:

--"-ls!

\l l l llli
+C

H

\.l-z z
ma

Tracy S h, ounty Clerk
Hopkins C , Texas

lll

L,)

VFD Initials:
County Initials:

ofTexas

wherein expresseO, on ttris trre / 6 aay or

JO

20 t-o.
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COLTNTY OF HOPKINS

WHEREAS the NORTH HOPKINS-SOUTH SULPHUR Volunteer Fire

Department, Inc. (the VFD), being a Texas non-profit corporation, lhall provide fire protection

and/or emergency service to an area within Hopkins County, Texas, which is located outside

municipalities, and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 352.001 of the Texas Local Government Code, Hopkins

County, Texas, (the County), being a political subdivision of the State of Texas, may fumish

fire protection to the residents ofthe County located outside the municipalities, and

WHEREAS, the VFD and the Hopkins County Fire Department, (a department

organized under the Hopkins County Commissioners Court), desire to enter into an agreement,

pursuant to Section 352.001(c) of the Texas Local Government Code and Section 78.001 of

the Texas Civil Practice and Rernedies Code, as applicable, in order that the Hopkins County

Fire Department and Volunteer Fire Departments may jointly provide fire protection for

portions of Hopkins County, Texas, located outside municipalities.

NOW, THEREFORE, this Agreement is made and entered into this tn lbfuauv ot

Novombor 2@,by andbetween the VFD and the County, each existing under the

laws of the State of Texas, and for the benefits and considerations hereinafter expressed, the

VFD and the County agree as follows:

1. The VFD agrees to provide fire protection and emergency service to an area of

Hopkins County, Texas, which lies outside any municipality.

$

$

$

PAGE 1 oF 10 VFD Initials:
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2. For and in consideration of such services to be provided to the county and its

citizens through and under this Agreement with the vFD, the county agrees to pay the VFD

$ 871.20 per month for such firefighting services.

3. In addition, the County agrees to pay costs of fuel for firefighting apparatus

while in county use. In order to receive any payments from the county, the vFD must provide

proof of proper purchase of said fuel. The VFD must provide and maintain a Form W-9 per

IRS Guidelines to the County Auditor.

4. Hopkins County also agrees to carry Workers Compensation Insurance for the

volunteer fi re fighters.

IT IS FURTHER UNDERSTOOD AND AGREED that:

5. The Hopkins County Fire Marshal may recommend that the Commissioners

Court assist the VFD with other financial matters that impact the citizens of Hopkins County

as it pertains to fire protection. Such mafters may include but are in no way limited to the

following: maintenance, equipment and/or other matters or issues acceptable by law. All such

assistance, whether listed as other, extra, or additional help which is not clearly outlined in this

Agreement is subject to final review and approval of the Hopkins County Commissioners

Court.

6. Dispatching of emergency and non-emergency incidents will be handled by the

dispatch office at the Hopkins County Sherifl s Office. The VFD shall fumish copies of the

Standard Operating Guidelines for each department with the Hopkins County Auditor. The

VFD, with the assistance of Hopkins County Sheriff Offrce dispatch, shall keep records of all

responses to firefighting calls. Such records shall reflect, among other things, the type and

number of calls to which the department responds, the length of time spent on each call, and

VFD Initials:
County Initials:
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the location where each service is rendered.

7 . The VFD shall have an Independent Auditor perform an annual financial report

documenting all income and expenditures of all department funds to be paid for by the vFD.

8. The VFD shall submit an annual affidavit signed by three (3) unrelated

department members, stating that each member has reviewed the finances and account

balances, and finds no discrepancies.

9. The Annual Audit Reports shall be submitted to the Hopkins County Auditor by

the last day of September each year. If the VFD submits a written request for an extension of

time to the Hopkins county Auditor stating good cause why the vFD is unable to provide the

required documentation by the date agreed upon in this Agreement, the Hopkins county

Auditor may at her discretion $imt an additional time up to 45 days from the last day in

September in which the VFD is to provide the required documentation. Any further extension

of time for providing the required documentation shall require the approval of the

Commissioners Court.

10. The Hopkins County Auditor shall review the financial records ofthe VFD to

determine the accuracy and validity of the Annual Report regarding all volunteer department

funds.

I l. The Hopkins County Auditor shall receive from each VFD an updated copy of

the VFD Bylaws, proof of incorporation, and tax exempt status under IRS 501(c)(3).

12. Any failure to submit the required documentation will jeopardize future funding

to the VFD by the County. Failure to submit reports by the specified date as required by this

Agreernent or as required by a pre-approved extension request shall result in a hold of the

VFD's agreed upon funds until the required documentation is submitted. Should the VFD fail

VFD Initials:
County Initials:
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to submit the required documentation for a period of longer than (l) 60 days from the last day

in September, (2) the last approved date by the Auditor or (3) the last approved date by the

commissioners court, whichever date is longer, the VFD shall be in material breach of this

Agreement and all funds being held from payment to the vFD will be forfeited by the vFD as

liquidated damages and will be credited to the Hopkins county vFD's Fund Line ltem in the

Hopkins County Annual Budget.

13. The VFD payments are in part based on the VFD's number and types of

apparatuses in service. The VFD shall maintain its lire fighting vehicles and equipment such

that the vehicles and equipment are in good working order at all times. The County shall be

entitled to inspect said vehicles and equipment at all reasonable times. The County will assist

the vFD with testing of fire apparatus. Due to public safety, all vFD fire vehicles shall have

Global Positioning Systerns (GPS) installed. The GPS system must be operable at all times

on every vehicle. Maintenance ofthe GPS units shall be by Hopkins County.

L4. Sufficient insurance in an amount at least equal to the maximum statutory

liability of the County under the Texas Tort Claims Act shall be maintained on all vehicles

used in the service ofthe County and the County shall be included as an additional insured on

all such policies. All vehicles or equipment insured with funds from the County will be

maintained for official use: parades, community events, training and emergency response only.

No vehicles or equipment may be used for private work or for the benefit ofan individual(s)

or group on personal property or for personal gain or incentive. Each time vehicles and/or

equipment is used, the VFD shall relay to dispatch that (l) the vehicle and/or equipment will

be out ofthe station, (2) the vehicle and/or equipment will be in route to a specific location,

and (3) the purpose for which the vehicle and/or equipment is in use. The County agrees to

VFD Initials:
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compensate the VFD for insurance coverage for fire fighting vehicles used in the service of

the County. In addition, the VFD agrees to adopt and honor the Rules and Guidelines ofTexas

Transportation Code, Section 546.

15. Before purchasing any vehicles, equipment and/or apparatuses that may be

insured by Hopkins county, the vFD shall contact the Hopkins county Fire Marshal. All

departments desiring a new vehicle, equipment and/or apparatus insured by the county shall

be required to first submit written documentation as to (l) why the new vehicle, equipment

and/or apparatus is required by the vFD, (2) how the new vehicle, equipment and./or apparatus

will benefit the taxpayers of the county, (3) what impact the new vehicle, equipment and/or

apparatus will have on the vFD's response area, and 4) what benefits the new vehicle,

equipment and/or apparatus will provide to surrounding departments.

16. All fire response areas and districts shall be approved by the Hopkins County

commissioners court based on the review and recommendation of the Hopkins county Fire

Marshal. The VFD shall participate in the fire dispatch protocol within Hopkins County.

Each department in Hopkins County is responsible for making first alarm responses to fire or

other emergencies within their District. No department shall respond out of its District unless

dispatched. If there is a deliberate violation of the fire dispatch protocol (such as self-

dispatching), the VFD can be found in violation of this contract, and County funds withheld.

17 . This Agreement shall continue in firll force and effect for a period of one year

and shall automatically renew for an annual term on each anniversary of the Agreement

thereafter until the said Agreernent between the VFD and the County is terminated by written

notice delivered by the terminating party to the other party by certified mail, at least ninety

(90) days prior to the end ofthe term of this Agreement or the renewal thereof, as follows:

VFD Initials:
County Initials:
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HOPKINS COUNTY: NORTH HOPKINS-SOUTH SULPHUR
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC:

Robert Newsom, County Judge
Hopkins County, Texas
P.O. Box 288
Sulphur Springs, Texas 75483

18. The obligations ofthe VFD and the County under this Agreement shall continue

until the end of the term specified herein or any renewal thereof. The station chief of the VFD

shall report any issues or complaints in by email to the Hopkins county Judge for submission

to the Commissioners Court.

19. The VFD shall adopt and fumish a copy of NIMS compliance verification to the

Hopkins county Fire Marshal. Each vFD shall insure all of its mernbers meet the NIMS

certification requirements outlined by the State ofTexas.

20. Code of conduct must be signed by all individual volunteers: See attached

exhibit.

21. The VFD shall submit a current roster and a current vehicle and equipment list

at the time of execution ofthis Agreement. The VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall include

the tlpe, year model of vehicle, VIN number and equipment located on each vehicle. The

VFD's vehicle and equipment list shall also include the type and cost of insurance coverage.

22. The VFD shall submit a list of all documented items, i.e. serial number(s) and

item(s) received through funding by the State Homeland Security Program (SHSP). The VFD

shall submit an affidavit signed by each mernber possessing a County radio stating (l) he/she

is a current member of the VFD, (2) he/she will care for and maintain the issued radio, and (3)

hdshe will use the radio only for official VFD business, calls and training.

VFD Initials:
County Initials:
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23. After the date of this Agreernent, all volunteer firefighters will have a criminal

background check paid for by the County. All new firefighten thereafter shall have a criminal

background check before admittance into the Volunteer Fire Department. Attached hereto is

the criteria for Acceptance as a volunteer firefighter - Hopkins County volunteer Criminal

Background Assessment.

24. After the date of this Agreernent, any new firefighter with the VFD shall meet

in person with the Hopkins County Fire Marshal or his designee for the issuance of a County

radio. Each new firefighter for the VFD must present a written letter signed by the Station

Fire chief veriffing that the individual is a volunteer firefighter with the vFD and is approved

for issuance of county equipment on behalf of the vFD under the terms of this Agreement.

25. For purposes ofthis policy "social media" includes, but is not limited to, online

forums, blogs and social networking sites, such as Twifter, Facebook, Linkedln, youTube, and

MySpace. Hopkins County recognizes the importance of social media However, use of social

media by volunteers may become a problem if it is used to harass supervisors, other

firefighters, Hopkins County officials and ernployees or citizens; creates a hostile

environment; or harms the goodwill and reputation of Hopkins County among the community

at large. Hopkins County encourages volunteers to use social media within the parameters of

these guideline and in a way that does not produce the adverse consequences mentioned above.

EXECUTED IN DUPLICATE, this _ day 20_, as duly

authorized by the VFD and the Commissioners Court of Hopkins County, Texas
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NORTH HOPKINS-SOUTH SULPHUR
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT, INC.

By: rr i5
Volunteer re Chief
Pinted or typed name

By: blt>

Signa

Si

Signature

ll*,-L
President fVFDo
Pinted or typed name

By: ie
Treasurer of VFD
Printed or typed name

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by

purposes herein expressed, on this the day of

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COTINTY OF HOPKTNS

Sigted and acknowledged before me by

1N

purposes herein expressed, o, *i" tn lM auy ot

$

$

$

$

$

$

Eob for the

for the

Notary Public, State ofT

fT

20_2D

VFD Initials:

DoNNA L GOINS
Notary Public

STATE OF TEXAS
'13'1371406

l,ry Comm. Ex 0ec. 2021

STATE

NJGOLNANDO
rcPublNotary

TEXASOF
4063

20205ec0mCom
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THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNry OF HOPKINS

$

$

$

Signed and acknowledged before me by

purposes herein expressed, on this the l4P day of trlrV

L I]il s for the

,2o_?rt .

Notary Pub ofT

fut+a

*
.L

HOPKINS COUNTY, TEXAS

By:
bert Newsom, County

THE STATE OF TEXAS

COUNTY OF HOPKINS

Signed and acknowledged before me by

whereinexpressed,onthistt" / L Auyor

for the purposes

trJouo^..rA.- ,20 l*o .

$

$

$

ATTEST:

Tracy S ounty Clerk
Hopkins ou io

:(/)=

\rFD Initials:
County Initials:
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H ns cou Volu Fire - Code of Conduct

I undetstand that as a rnernber of I haYE $e espomibility to
conduc myself in a manner that rrfccts gopcr ethkal behavlor and lntegrity. ln so doiig, I will help
foster a continuirg geUre prffrc eseeton of rli fir: scrrb- I understeql t rat Gilir€ b aHde by
this Code of Conduct may esult in di3cidinary action 6 deemed necessarv by my department.
Disciplinary aaion rnay indo& but b .u LntEd b $secnrin c ttc tenniEio of nry rrembership
with sakl VoawrtsGr Ere DeCartneoL

As a member of . t pledge the following:

' I will conduct myself, on and off duty, in a manner that re-necB positiwly on me, my departmen! the fire service
in general and avofu, bctaviors thfi damage or could damage the tood rcputation, morale or efhcient operation of
my department.

' I will be truthful and honest in all dealings with my department and the fire service that may compromise their
integrity. There is an expestation that dishonest acts will not be tolerated.

' lt is not appropriate to use mY department or my status within to seek or obtain inf,uence, personal gain,
prefereflce, advantage or adyan€ern€nt

' Recognizing that I serYe in a position of public trust that requires stryardship in the hon6t and efficient us€ of
department owned resources, I will never misuse or misappropriate department fund1 resources or property.

' Recogninng that my pcition rE$rares F*s!i(xla[sm, compcEtce, ]esp€dt ald loydty in the performanc. of
mY duties and use of infDrmation, onfidential or otherwis€, gained by yirtue of my position, I will use such
information only to benefit thos€ I am entrusted to serye-

' I will awid financial invcstments, outiide efiplormeflt, ouBide business interests or actMties that conflict with
or are enhanced by my official pcEition or hay€ the potendal to o€ate th€ perEeption of impropriety-

' I will not engage in activities inyoMng alcohol or substance abuse that impaiB or compromises the safety of
others while Performir€ my duti€s as a fi.ef€hter, first r€sponder, carc For*ler 1d a a member of my department-

' I will not discriminate on the bais of nce, refigirt color, cree4 a3e, rnarital s6us, national origin, ancectry
gender, sexual preference, medical €ondition or handicap.

' I will be courteous, @r|glderrte ard ciyil to a[ p€fsorrs during t le perfofinance of ,nv dutk5- Members shall b€
tactful in the Performance d tfieir rtfes atd are eryecH to *rrise ttr utmost patiencE and discretion gven
under the most trying of cirormstances. I will not harass, intimidate, bully, or threaten fellow members of the fire
servict, members of mY dePartment, publk officials or the public at larBe. There is an expectation that my
department will not tole?ate sudt behaybrs by its members or otheB.

It being essential for inct dflg its individual members,

to b€ hetd in th€ hiShest regard f* hrls,'fmt:nd inreSrw, a itdt rcfain frorn any virtcnt or criminat
behaYbr , crinrcs of morat tIIIiEde, ald $d ]lftieh fionr p|trdy ,<s''.rahg $th fnom crirnirEE

Member Name - Print

Signature

VFD Initials:
County Initials:

PAGE IO oF IO

Date



Hopkins county volunteer criminal Background Assessment

1' Has not been convicted or on probation for a fulorry, is not currently charBed with the commission of
a felony, class A or class B misdemeanor, or equinalent offense, or an offense under sec. 42.01 ofthe
penal Code (Disorderly Conduct) or equivalent offense.

2. ls not a fugitive from justice for a felony, class A or oass B misdemeanor, or equivalent offiense.

3' ls not a chemically dependent person (a person with two convictions within the ten year period
precedinB the date of application for offenses (class B or greater) involving the use of alcohol or a
controlled substance is ineligible as a chemically dependent person.

4' ln the fNe years preceding has not been corwkted ofa Class A or Class B misdemeanor, or equivalent
offense. or an ofhnse under section 112.01 of the Penal Code (Disorderly conduct) or equivalent offense.


